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Four Palmyrene Epitaphs. — By Charles C. Torrey, Pro- 
fessor in Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 

The stones here described were brought to this country in 
the year 1902, and are now in the possession of Mrs. Hermann 
Oelrichs, of New York City. I have not seen the stones them- 
selves; but in addition to the photographs, excellent squeezes of 
the inscriptions have been kindly furnished me by the owner. 

I. 

Bust of a woman, with inscription, four lines, at the left of 
the head. 



■?an 

"MP 

ksto ma 




If sHJH^ 



Alas ! Segal, daughter of JBorpd , of Egypt. 

The question has recently been raised, whether the well- 
known Palmyrene name NflTD should not be connected with 
the name BurrapVu, which occurs on the Assyrian contract- 
tablet lately found at Gezer. See the Palestine Exploration 
Fund's Quarterly Statement, July, 1904, pages 232 f., 240. But 
as the Assyrian name is not yet transparent, while N£Tl" l ? , D> 
supported by ^IDST , Pe<£a/3<oAos, is a most natural compound, 
we may well hold to the usual explanation for the present. 

With the nisba HH¥D , giving the origin, or former dwelling- 
place, of the person named on the monument, compare N*j"V"D , 
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BrjpvTLos, in a Palmyrene inscription published by Ledrain, 
Revue d^ Assyriologie, II. 1, no. 5 (cited by Lidzbarski, 
Handbuch, s.v.). 

The form of the letter ¥ is worthy of notice. 

II. 

Bust of a woman, with inscription in three lines running per- 
pendicularly at the left side of the head. 



ma urnn 
^an Kan na 



1^ ^H\3, 



Harta, daughter of Baida : Segal, daughter of Habba. Alas ! 

The proper name Xri")!l nas been found but once hitherto, 
and the form is queried (XJVlH ?) by Lidzbarski in his Hand- 
buch (Glossary, s.v.). But both in the present inscription 
and in the former one (Lidzb., plate XLI, 7) the letter is 
distinguished as T by a strongly marked dot; so that now the 
form may be regarded as certain. The name may be connected 
with ITOi , but perhaps more probably with 1111, i. e. Harr e - 

tha, Herta (or Horta), " free," Arabic H*£* . The name Willi* 
in De Vogue, Syrie Centrale, no. 132 (Lidzb., Handbuch, plate 
XLII, 2) might be read more probably XmiT, unica. 

On the name Baida, transliterated BaiSa in Yog., no. 4, see 
Clermont-Ganneau in the Revue Archeologique, ser. III., vol. 8, 
pp. 146 ff . 

iia, "daughter," written without 1, as in Lidzb., Hand- 
buch, p. 481, no. 6 ; in the inscriptions numbered 34, 136 B, 
385,. and 394 D, in the Repertoire d' 'epigraphie semitique, vol. 
i ; and (apparently) in an inscription published by Dr. Spoer in 
this Journal (above, p. 317 ff.). In these cases, the number of 
which will probably be increased, the word is written as it was 
presumably always pronounced, bath. In compounds the abbre- 
viated orthography is common. 
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The name N3PT , apparently from the root v>s*. , is found in 
Palmyrene inscriptions not only as masculine, but also as femi- 
nine. For the latter we might expect NrQH, which may 
indeed be the original of the ApfiaOa in the bilingual inscription 
published by Spoe,r in this Journal (above, p. 316). 

III. 

Bust of a man, with an inscription the beginning of which is 
on the left side of the head and the conclusion on the right 
side. 

A part of the stone at the left side of the head is broken away, 
so that the beginning of at least two of the four lines is missing. 
The surface of the stone is also so abraded that the remaining 
characters can not all be made out. 




(« 



^ 





p= 



^> 




k ^lB%% 




mo torn 

jvd "O v - - - 

r\w n — 

497 no'ra - - 

\Ald\s! , son of , [son of] Malk[u]; in the 

month Sivan, in the year 4-97 (=185 A. J).). 
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IV. 

Bust of a man, with an inscription in four lines at the right 
side of the head. 






Vfl 



Q=U 




jrqy 



-o 



mo 



^n 



'Abdd, the son of Mar eh. Alas ! 

The name KHD^ appears here for the first time as a Pal my - 
rene proper name, though it was already known in Nabataean 
and Sinaitic inscriptions. 

The name PHO , presumably the same as frOO , deserves espe- 
cial notice. The masc. proper name, written in this way, does 
not occur elsewhere, though the form is regular. In Biblical 
Aramaic we find the construct state of the common noun, 
"lord," written PPID, side by side with JOD . 



